I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes.
—Romans 1:16

*...and [Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, *’ and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

—Luke 24:46-47

“Luke [24:45-47] does not present Jesus as quoting any specific verse from the Old Testament,
but he claims that the mission of preaching repentance and forgiveness to the nations in his
name is “what was written.” He seems to be saying that the whole of the Scripture (which we
now know as the Old Testament) finds its focus and fulfillment both in the life and death and
resurrection of Israel’s Messiah, and in the mission to all nations, which flows out from that
event. ... The proper way for disciples of the crucified and risen Jesus to read their Scriptures, is
messianically and missionally.”

—Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God (30)

Proclaiming the Gospel to Non-Christians

Sharing the gospel with someone who isn’t a Christian is perhaps the most difficult and fear-inducing
part of the Christian life. Though much of what we’ve already studied takes discipline, vulnerability, a
strong mind, and sustained determination, all of it pales in comparison to the challenge presented by
personal evangelism. Rightly understood, however, proclaiming the gospel could be one of our greatest
joys rather than a dreaded obligation. Is there any greater joy than to see someone respond to the hope of
the gospel and become unburdened as they put their trust in Jesus? This week we'll look at what is needed
to “proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1-3).

1. When someone says, “I think we should go and do some evangelism,” what do you feel> What would you

expect it to look like?

What are some of the things that hold you back or “freak you out” about evangelism?



2. Read Luke 24:44-49. In vv. 44-47, to what is Jesus referring when he uses the word “Scripture” (see
especially v. 44)?

What does Jesus say is the result of understanding the Scriptures? What would you have expected him to
say?

Jesus says that the primary result of understanding the Scriptures (i.e., the Old Testament) is that the
gospel will be proclaimed in his name to all nations. We might have expected him to say that the point of
the Scriptures is to teach us about our salvation. Of course, repentance and the forgiveness of sins can be
applied to our own personal salvation and should be. However, the clear emphasis of this passage is that
the message of salvation is a message meant to be proclaimed.

3. Life Groups ought to be characterized by three things: gospel, relationship, and mission. According to vv.
46-49, what mission have we been given by Christ? In other words, as those who have understood the
gospel (v. 45) how does Jesus describe us (v. 48)?

Understanding “the Scriptures” means that we automatically become “witnesses” to Christ’s life, death,
and resurrection through the power of the Holy Spirit. The point of “being saved” is not so much to just
sit back and focus on how wonderful it is to be saved; the point is that are to immediately become agents
of that salvation, reaching out to other people. The way this relates to our three part definition of a Life
Group is that the gospel (by its very nature) brings us into relationship with other people (i.e., the church)
so that we become a community built around mission.

From a geographic perspective, where does Jesus say this mission is to begin? What is the significance of
this particular location, for the disciples and for us?

We often thi of “missions”



